JUNE 15, 2011
REGULAR MEETING
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The second regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, June 15, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Gary Tagtow, Scott Bjornson and Pat Wortham.  Visitors at the meeting were Cliff Ulferts with the Atwater Threshers, Jason Denton, Chad Busskohl, Greg Taurer, Lee Mickle, Mark Skinland of Alex Air, Ivan Wersal, Jared Voge of Bolton and Menk, and Marji Maurer.   Representing the city departments were Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz,   Chief of Police Reed Schmidt and Maintenance Supervisor Steve Bomstad.

The minutes of the regular meeting of June 1, 2011, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom, second by Wortham.   Motion carried unanimously.  

CliFF UlFErtS - aTWATER THRESHERS

Cliff explained the building is 28 x 48 with the intended use for stationary engines to be permanently displayed.  It is a pole building with an entrance to the west with large openings for displaying.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson to proceed with the building. Motion carried unanimously.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT - JAW OF LIFE REQUEST

	Five members of the Atwater Fire Department were present to inform the council that the jaws of life are broken again and not fixable this time.  Denton explained that the equipment is no longer repairable; he then proceeded to demonstrate two units to replace the current jaws.  One unit was a cutter and the other was a spreaders.  They have a 20 year lifetime and cost $22,871.25 with two batteries and 2 year complete warranty.  There would be a $1300 discount if we purchased the demo units; they were not interested in the demo tools.  Fire Department has $10,000 currently to use toward the purchase and hope that the city could help pay for $12,871.  Hurst Tools are out of New London and are available quickly if repairs would be needed.  Currently the department has to wait for Kandiyohi Rescue which could take 10 to 20 minutes.  Council requested a little time to discuss the proposal and then make a decision.  

JARED VOGE – BOLTON & MENK

	The preconstruction meeting was held June 14th with the contractor and a July 11th starts date was established.  Voge would be mailing out the newsletter to the property owners to let them know what the schedule will be for the project.  Motion was made by Hagstrom to approve Resolution 2011-17 accepting the MPFA to purchase the GO Water Revenue Bond of $964,000 note for 2011.  Motion was second by Bjornson and vote went as follows:  Yea; Hagstrom, Wortham and Bjornson, Nay; Tagtow.  Motion carried.  Bjornson made the motion to accept Resolution 2011-18 accepting the MPFA to purchase the GO Water Revenue Bond of $522,000 note for 2011.  Motion was second by Hagstrom and vote went as follows:  Yea; Hagstrom, Wortham and Bjornson, Nay; Tagtow.  Motion carried.

	Tagtow questioned why the project called for trenching and tiling was going into a commercial area. Voge demonstrated on the blackboard how the tile drains the sub grade in cooperation of the crown in the street to get water off of the street quicker.  Motion was made by Tagtow to get rid of the trenching, tile, rock and labor for the 2011 Street Project in the bid.  Motion died for lack of second.  Tagtow asked if the thickness on Minnesota is able to hold the semi traffic that is going to Schmidty’s on a daily basis.  Voge assured him that the road will have 4.5 inches of tar and is up to a state aide road (9 ton) due to the county participation.  We are turning the agreement around quickly due to the possible state shut down.  We are also requesting a draw of $180,000.

POLICE REPORT

	Chief Schmidt reported to the council that he had done a couple of early shifts to slow traffic down in the morning.  It was a mildly successful event with only a couple of warnings issued.  Festival Days are under way and things are going well.


MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT

	Bomstad said the Threshers verbally gave $300 to dust control.  No one else has pledged any money.   The rain has helped tremendously.  Bomstad asked Wortham was concerned about the length of time since the water tower was last cleaned (2008) and last painted (1997).  Hagstrom asked if the maintenance department could fill some of the pot holes on Atlantic before the parade to avoid anyone tripping or falling.

PARKS UPDATE

	Hagstrom informed the council that the number of kids enrolled for summer recreation participants are down from previous years.  The kids living further out aren’t participating.  Baseball field is looking good and the tubing on the top of the fences will be coming through.  The Association is paying half.  

Dance permits & off PREMISES Liquor

	 A dance permit for July for the IDK and for Cindy Whitcomb for birthday party on July 23rd was motioned by Bjornson and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom to approve an off-premises intoxicating liquor license for the street dance for June 18th, Strong Garage for Sue Meyerson on Jun 24th, and June 25th for a wedding at the Community center for the IDK.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: June 16th, 2011 (Checks numbers 23077-23109 for $ 126,921.69).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson at 8:26 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

