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The first regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, January 4, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were, Mark Olson, Pat Wortham, Shane Hagstrom and Scott Bjornson.  Gary Tagtow was absent.  Visitors at the meeting were Ivan Wersal, Ryan Baum of  Utility Service, Jared Voge of Bolton and Menk, and Andrew Carlson.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Reed Schmidt, Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of December 7, 2011, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom second by Bjornson.   Motion carried unanimously.  

annual appointments and designations 

appointments of commissioners and DIRECTORS 
RESOLUTION 2011-01 Designation of official depositors and
Supplemental depositors

resolution 2011-02 designing council president pro teem

resolution 2011-03 designing official newspaper

resolution 2011-04 designing office workman’s comp and lib agent

resolution 2011-05 designing JIM SOLHEID as building official

resolution 2011-06 acknowledgement of contract with council member hagstrom

	The motion to approve the Appointments and designation and resolutions 2011-01 
through 2011-06 was made by Bjornson and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.  Hagstrom abstained from the vote.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

	Schwartz reported that the new bylaws have increased the attendance at meeting and drills.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to accept the new bylaws of the Atwater Fire Department as present by Councilman Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.  The department is running ads to get bids on a new tanker/pumper truck with 2000 to 3000 gallon capacity.  Schwartz explained to the council they are still having problems with receiving pages on the new radios due to the placement of the towers.  Kandiyohi County Emergency Management is asking the department to pay for the fix that was caused by the wrong placement of a tower.  A repeater could cost between $1,000 to $4,000 for the department.  Schwartz explained that his 20 year old pager works better than his recently purchased 800 MHz radio.  This has caused problems with no everyone getting the page and having to page out multiple times to get enough people to respond.
POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief Reed Schmidt was approached by Kim Olson of Animal Health services regarding the feral cat population in town.  She is proposing establishing a fund to provide money to spay or neuter the feral cats captured so the population can be managed.

Maintenance department

	Bomstad needs new tires on the backhoe.  Schwanke Tractor & Truck bid $619 each tire plus $45 labor to mount the tires.  Hanson’s Tire of New London bid $1253.92 for 2 tires.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to purchase the tires from Hanson Tire in New London.  Motion carried unanimously.  
	
CLERKS DEPARTMENT

	Clerk Smith handed out the December preliminary Cash Flow.  She also pointed out the first meeting in July falls on the Fourth of July Holiday.  Council decided not to meet that week.  Hagstrom proposed that we only meet once a month.  This would require an ordinance change.

KANDIYOHI EDC – HWY 12 COORIDOR COLLABORATIVE

	A meeting will be held on Friday January 13th at 10 a.m. in Litchfield to discuss physical improvement to Hwy 12 and other potential economic development advantage with Senator Joe Gimse.  Mayor Olson would like to attend to find out more information.

MINNESOTA DNR – TREE POPULATION

	A tree survey was done in Atwater and the DNR is warning us that 45% of the trees in Atwater are Ash trees.  Next percentage on the list was Maple at 20%.  If an infestation of ash bore was to happen it would wipe out a majority of trees in town.  A grant was available from the DNR for replacement tree and diversifying the tree population, council did not wish to pursue the grant.

LMC INSURANCE DIVIDEND

	The current dividend for 2011 was $4548 up from last year’s refund of $3627.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Bjornson and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: January 6th, 201 (Checks numbers 23641-23650 for $30,386.64).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Bjornson at 8:03 p.m. 

								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

