SEPTEMBER 5, 2012
REGULAR MEETING
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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, September 5, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Gary Tagtow, and Pat Wortham.  Scott Bjornson was absent.  Visitors at the meeting were Joe Carpenter, Todd Ericson, Andrew Carlson, Ivan Wersal, Reed and Mary Schmidt, Jeandrea Nordby and family.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Trevor Berger, Officers Ross Johnson, and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of August 1, 2012, were motioned for approval by Wortham and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously. The minutes for a special meeting held June 15th, 2012 as motioned by Hagstrom and second by Wortham and carried unanimously.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief of Police Trevor Berger reviewed the August service report. There were a rise in thefts and medical calls.  The suspects were caught and items have been recovered.  Next Monday is the picnic with a cop in Centennial Park.  Berger is also looking into some reflective Halloween bags and glo-in-the-dark necklaces.  The fire department is willing to share the costs.   A motion was made by Hagstrom to pay Drea Nordby $10.50 for part-time police officer.  Motion was second by Wortham.  Vote went as follows: Yea; Hagstrom, Wortham, and Ney; Tagtow.  Motion carried.  Berger then asked that Reed Schmidt be rehired part time.  Motion was made by Wortham and second Hagstrom by to rehire Reed Schmidt part time at $12.00 per hour.  Motion carried unanimously. Jeandrea Nordby and Reed Schmidt were sworn in by City Clerk Smith as police officers for the City of Atwater. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT

	The fire truck came in $355 higher than the bid due to the addition of new safety regulations.  A check for final payment will need to be made out to Midwest fire for $97,117.00 by September 17th.  Two more members of the fire department have resigned due to inability to attend meetings or calls.  So far this year there have been 37 fire calls, most have been motor vehicle accidents.  October 2nd will be the annual Spaghetti feed.  

	The 2012 SC-12 is being refigured to correct the errors found on the SC-11.  The revised SC-11 was recalculated by the State of Minnesota Auditors Office and now shows no required contribution due in 2012.  Currently the SC-12 shows a $15,180 contribution for 2013.  

	Motion was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom to pay the remaining amount to Midwest Fire for the 2013 3000 gallon tanker truck for $97,117.00. Motion carried unanimously 

 MAINTENACE DEPARTMENT

Bomstad was worried that the font size is not big enough to read from the ground on the water tower.  Council thought it was to be sandblasted and was unaware of just washing and repainting.  With the renewal of the Wastewater permit from the MPCA there maybe additional testing to be done.  Additional testing equipment may need to be purchased.  We will know for sure when the actual renewal comes in the mail.   Bomstad is aware of the Mercury plan that needs to be done before December 2018.  Jared Voge explained that there a lot of significant changes coming in wastewater in the future.  

The new sidewalk at Immanuel was questioned by Mayor Olson, is it safe and up to code?  Bomstad assured him that if you walked the sidewalk it was safe.  Olson was afraid someone could trip or fall.  

PARKS 

	Hagstrom explained that he did not have competitive quotes for the Frisbee Golf course.  He will have at the next meeting.  

CLERKS REPORT

	A list of checks written on August 15th for city bills was included in the packet between the meetings.  More chairs are needed at the Community Center – lowest price is direct from the manufacturer; Virca is $18.60 per chair.  We need a minimum of 56 chairs to have enough for the 30 tables at the community center.  A motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham to purchase the chairs from Virca at $18.60 each. Motion carried unanimously. 

	Smith informed the council that the new rates for health insurance will go up $42.50 for single rate and $70.50 for family rate.  Council discussed increasing the city portion to cover the increase for 2013. The October newsletter is almost ready to go out. Smith asked if the council will allow burn days this fall.  Fire Chief Schwartz was not in favor of having burns days at all since his appointment to Fire Chief.  Council designated all the Saturdays in October unless a burn in is in effect.      

LMCIT CLAIM ON DUGOUTS 

	Smith informed the council that the LMCIT called and asked if they could close out the claim on the dugouts.  A check was sent for work performed at $7851.61 and deductible.  Hagstrom has not made a decision on the backstop so the claim should remain open.  Bomstad brought up a sidewalk that was damaged by the storm on Fourth Street.  

REVIEW ORDINACE RELATING TO SALARY OF COUNCIL

	Council reviewed the past ordinance and decided to change it to just the regular salary and no additional pay for special meetings for under one hour.  Motion to accept the change was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously.  The ordinance will be available for the next meeting for approval.   

RESOLUTION RAISING WATER AND SEWER RATES

	Council decided to table the resolution until the next meeting.



PFA LIST HAS ARRIVED

	Atwater came in number 150 of 263 for the Project Priority list for 2013.  We only were awarded 50 points of 100.  We can reapply for next year.  

2011 final pay estimate for street project

Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow to pay LaTour Construction, the amount we withheld as retainage in the amount of $36,733.02.  Motion to approve carried unanimously.  

LEAD AND COPPER RESULTS

	Of the ten samples for lead/copper tap water monitoring only one was above the .001mg/l  but was well below the action level of 15.0 ug/l.

Dance permitS

	Motion for dance permit approval was made by Hagstrom for the IDK for the month of October.  A second to the motion was made by Wortham and carried unanimously.  Also a dance permit for Jennifer Fregoso on September 8th for a wedding dance at the community center.    Motion was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously. Off-sale liquor license for September 22 for the Chamber Pasta supper was motioned for approval by Tagtow and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried unanimously.

2013 PROPOSED BUDGET AND LEVY

	The 2013 Revenues versus the 2012 were $211,966 less due to very little capital outlay of fire trucks or squad cars.  Total levy from 2012 was $382,766 to 2013 of $403,208 or 5.21%.  After a brief discussion council removed $10,000 from Fire department code 470 for relief association.  Council discussed contributing additional amount to the health care insurance costs of $42.50 per month per employee.  The subtraction brought the levy down to $393,208 or 2.8%. Motion to set the 2013 proposed levy at $393,208 was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham and motioned carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: September 6, 2012 (Checks numbers 24071-24105 for $153,283.10).  City Clerk/Treasurer submitted a list of paid bills from August 15th, 2012 (check numbers 24032-24068 for $33,519.60) paid per Resolution 2012-08.

A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow at 8:04 p.m. 

								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

