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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council called to order on Wednesday, March 6, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Reed Schmidt and Gary Tagtow.  Pat Wortham was absent.  Visitors at the meeting were Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Blake Schroder, Gary Grahn, Dale Tagtow and Deb TerWisscha with Atwater DAC and Ivan Wersal.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Trevor Berger, Officer Ross Johnson, and Fire Chief Gerald Schwartz. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of February 12, 2013, was motioned for approval by Hagstrom second by Schmidt.   Motion carried unanimously.  

2014 Improvement Project – Public Hearing

Mayor Olson then opened up the public hearing at 7:03 for the 2014 Street Improvement Project.  Jared Voge presented the facility plan to be submitted to Minnesota Public Facilities Authorities for potential financing in the form of a low interest loan.  The area is Minnesota from 7th to 5th, then down 5th street to Atlantic then from Atlantic to 4th.  There are three options to repair lines, trenchless, standard open cut, or do nothing.  The services are in the right-of-way.  Existing tile is clay and PVC pipes (thin walled), manholes block built with cracks and leaking connections and sags in pipes.  Mains are 4 to 8 inches and lots of dead ends.

	Deb Terwisscha of Atwater DAC was concerned that being boxed in by road construction she would not be able to get her wheel chair client into the building safely.  Voge assured her that we would work with her to keep open one street by phasing the construction so access will be provided.  Gary Grahn would love to see Fifth Street tarred.  Olson assured him that is was in the plan, Terwisscha was also happy to hear Fifth Street was in the plans.  Olson closed the public hearing at 7:15.  

 with a motion from Hagstrom and second from Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution 2014-09 forwards requires the consulting engineers to prepare a facility plan and submit it to Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for the 2014 Improvement project –North Section specifically.  Motion was introduced by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow and carried unanimously.

Reviewed the 2014 Improvmetn Project in total

Three project areas were discussed.  South Project area costs were estimated at $2,997,700, with North Project area costs were estimated at $1,472,300, Dakota separately was $313,300.  Total project estimated cost came in at $4,843,300, of that $1,304,100 would not be covered by PFA financing.  Voge expected the remaining amount would come from General Fund, increase utility rates, and special assessments to properties.

	The schedule would begin with open house for the property owners and public hearings, council would then decide which part of the plans they want to follow through with.  Plans would be presented in Jan 2014 and bids would be opened in March 2014. Construction would begin in May 2014.  Resolution 2014-08 calls for a public hearing for April 3rd to inform the public as to the scope and possible costs of the project.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow with the motion carrying unanimously.

	The current assessment policy of one-third was reviewed.   Voge explained a newer policy is to be more even called equivalent which would be more like $8,435 per homeowner.  A question from the council was to why get rid of the lift station on Montana?  Tagtow would like to see the lift station stay in and put a smaller one on Dakota if possible.  Bomstad suggested Dakota could be smaller to just hand Dakota Avenue.  Voge asked how he was to look at the assessment police for the open house, Council directed him to use the new equivalent policy to see how that would work for each homeowner.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Trevor Berger updated the council informing them that the officers will be taking a train course on civil process.  There was a problem with parking downtown during snow removal.  The tenants were talked to by Officer Johnson.  Bomstad said he wasn’t worried “it’s going to quit snowing next week”.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT

	Fire Chief Schwartz informed the council that township board had meet approved the KOPP report for 2013.  The department is down to 24 members.  During the last fire call the chainsaw was damaged beyond repair.  Schwartz presented two quotes for rescue saw.  First bid was from Mike’s Small engine center for MS460R – Rescue saw with 20” blade and depth guide at $1471.63.  Second quote was from Metro Fire for Tempest Model TV400-044 with same blade and depth gauge for $1762.50.  Motion was made by Schmidt and second by Hagstrom to purchase the saw from Mike’s.  Motion carried unanimously.

PARKS DEPT

	Hagstrom wants to run an ad for parks mower and have them ready for May meeting.

CLERKS DEPARTMENT

The check summary from February is in your agenda package.  February 2013 cashflow was available at the meeting.  For the purpose of posting it in the newsletter, burn days will be April 20th, 27 and May 4, 11, 18.  The cleanup tour for the council will be June 5th.

CLEANING FOR COMMUNITY CENTER

	The city received six bids for cleaning the community center.  Bids were for a monthly basis.  
Michael Shoutz
750.00
Jackie Bomstad
675.00

Lisa Schultz
475.00
Ann Nelson
495.00

Donny & Kristy Anderson
550.00
Cory Litzeau
2800.00

Shelly Hvettl
1040.00




The motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow to hire Lisa Schultz for $475.00a month beginning March 15th, 2013.

MN DEPT OF HEALTH – SANITARY SURVEY REPORT

	They recommended that well #4 be physically protected against accidental damage from vehicles by installing at least three protective posts, or other protective barricades around the well.  Also the fluoride feed equipment is reaching the end of its useful life.  They recommended it be replaced in the near future.  A written maintenance program should include periodic inspection and cleaning. Operating procedures addressing minimum and maximum water levels and target turnover rates should be in place.  There needs to be a written policy with procedures be developed on dealing with watermain and service line breaks.

fema meeting April 16, 2013

	FEMA will be holding introducing the new Flood Insurance Study.  The entire county will be informed what areas are at risk on April 16th, from 4 to 6 p.m.

 
DANCE PERMITS

Dance permit for the IDK for the month of April 2013 was motioned by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Schmidt.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: March 7th, 2013 (Checks numbers 24418-24442 for $62,055.81).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Tagtow and second by Hagstrom at 9:26 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

