APRIL 2, 2014
REGULAR MEETING

Page 3
The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, April 2, 2014 at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Protem Shane Hagstrom.  Council members present were Gary Tagtow, Pat Wortham, and Reed Schmidt.  Mark Olson was absent.  Visitors at the meeting were  Steve Schroder, Al & Barbara Roiland, Blake and Lori Schroeder, Larry and Carolyn Poe, Mike Call and Jared Voge from Bolton and Menk. Representing the city departments were Police Chief Trevor Berger, Andrew Carlson from the Fire Department and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of March 5, 2014, was motioned for approval by Wortham second by Schmidt.   Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING TO VACATE FIRST STREET NORTH

	Purpose of the public hearing was to fulfill the State Statues 412.8511 in order to close First Street North from Pleasant Avenue to Minnesota Avenue.  A letter from Mn DoT requested that the street and access be removed and a curb and sidewalk constructed to match current conditions.  They recommend complete closure of the roadway.  A right of way permit will be needed to do this.  If future owners of property are interested in keeping the access for business purposes, an access permit will be required for this also.

	With the street closing each property owner will get half of the road.  The City still retains the rights to work on the water main that is in the street.  There was no public input.  A motion was made by Wortham and second by Tagtow by passing Resolution 2014-09.  Vote went as follows: four yeas and no nays, thus the motion does pass.   Mayor Protem Hagstrom closed the public hearing at 7:14.  

FROZEN WATER PIPES AROUND TOWN – THIRD ST S

 	Several residents from Third Street South appeared before the council to complain that this is the second time in 10 years that the water and sewer froze.  One resident was concerned that she would not be able to leave town in the winter for fear of the lines freezing again.  Sewer had frozen two years in a row.  Another resident was gone for a week and the water was frozen to the water hydrant.  Schroder asked if the hydrant could be run to keep warm water running through the line.  He also felt that city should be liable for this stuff.  

	Bomstad and Voge were asked by the council to research the area and look into the manholes to see the depth of the water and sewer lines.  Bomstad explained that frost line was down to six feet or lower.  When some information is available a follow up letter will be mailed out the residents.

LORI SCHRODER FROM ATWATER CHAMBER

	Schroder, newly elected President of the Chamber, explained that they have more kid’s activities this year for festival days.  The Lions and Fire Department are doing a fundraiser to help with Festival Days.  Schroder asked the city to donate toward the event with $2000.  Motion was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt for the city to donate to the chamber toward Festival Days.  Vote was all in favor.  Motion passed.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

	Andrew Carlson from the fire department asked if the city would rent 12 mini biffs for the street dance and the fire department would reimburse the city for six.  Motion was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt to rent the mini biffs required for the street dance.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR WELLHEAD PROTECTION PLAN PART II

	Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk informed the council that the city must have a 60 day review period and then a public hearing to hear any concerns regarding the plan.  Wortham motioned for June 4th during the regular meeting at 7:02 to hold the public hearing and Schmidt second the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief Trevor Berger explained that the new car is on the road with an estimate life span of 8 to 10 years and looks great and was a hit at the Chief’s Convention.  The city only received three applications for the part-time police officer position.  Berger will interview all three with Schmidt and Hagstrom and return to the council with a recommendation for hire.  He posed the question of how much it would cost to promote someone to full-time next year’s budget. 

	What would the city like to do with the Ford Explorer?  Wortham made a motion to sell the Explorer on Craigslist after consulting with Atwater Ford on a price.  Motion was second by Tagtow and vote was all in favor thus motion carried.

FIRE/AMB REPORT

	Mayor Olson was unable to attend but had contacted the siren repair company to get the third siren for an additional $250 dollar for the non-Whelen siren. This would be a total of $750.  Motion was made by Schmidt to add the third siren for $250 to the agreement with Frontline Plus for siren maintenance.  Motion was second by Wortham and with everyone in favor the motion carried.

Maintenance/parks department

Bomstad just discussed the reflectivity program again with no decisions made by council.

CLERKS DEPARTMENT

	Clerk Smith asked if she can attend the Advanced Academy for the Minnesota Clerks in Rochester held September 11 & 12th.  Motion to approve her attendance was made by Schmidt and second by Wortham.  All were in favor so the motion passed.  She has also been chosen by the Minnesota Municipal clerks and Finance Officers Association to represent the state at the International Clerks Conference held in Milwaukee Wisconsin.  The conference is May 18th thru May 22.  Conference fees, hotel and travel are already paid for by the MCFOA.  Motion was made by Schmidt to permit Smith to attend the International Clerks Conference and second by Wortham.  Vote went as follows: Yea; Wortham and Schmidt No; Tagtow.  Motion passed. 

	Two certificates of deposits were transferred from the general fund into the water and sewer funds.  After some research Clerk Smith is requesting they be moved back to the general fund because they are part of the Streets Project Reserve fund and shouldn’t have been moved before.  Motion to move CD #6755 and #6813 back to the general fund was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  All voted in favor of the motion so the motion carried.
	
DANCE PERMITS

Dance permit for the IDK for the month of May was motioned by Tagtow and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.  Dance permit for HandleBar for the month of May was motioned by Wortham and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously.  Off premises liquor license for the IDK for the Ambulance Gala held at Meyerson Garage was motioned by Tagtow and second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Atwater baseball Association Gambling permit

	A motion was made to approve the Atwater Baseball Association raffle was made by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  The vote was all in favor and the motion passed.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Wortham and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: April 7th, 2014 (Checks numbers 25196-25220 for $ 22,936.20).  

A motion was made to adjourn by Tagtow and second by Wortham at 8:46 p.m. 

								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

