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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.   Council members present were Gary Tagtow, Shane Hagstrom and Reed Schmidt.  Pat Wortham arrived at 7:28.  Visitors at the meeting were Matt and Staci Anderson, Darrick Johnson and Connie Schmoll with Kandiyohi County Development Commission.  Representing the city departments were Police Chief Trevor Berger, new officer Darwin Melin, Andrew Carlson from the Fire Department and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of April 2, 2014, was motioned for approval by Tagtow second by Wortham.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow to approve the minutes of the board of review held on April 10, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously. Minutes of a special meeting held April 21 were motioned for approval by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow. Motion carried unanimously.

Connie Schmoll from Kandiyohi EDC

	Schmolll appeared before the council to offer her help in agriculture and renewable energy, business retention and expansion plus recruitment.  Her goal is to connect with each city and local EDA.  She set up a meeting for July 2nd to meet with the Atwater EDA.  Council would like help get the local café reopened.  

MATT & STACI ANDERSON – CHICKENS IN TOWN	

	Andersons asked if the city would consider changing the ordinance to allow up to 20 chickens to be raised in town.  Council asked the clerk to look into recently passed chicken ordinances in Willmar and New London and bring them to the next council meeting.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief Trevor Berger reviewed his report for the month of April.  He then introduced Darwin Melin to the council and requested that the council hire him for the part time police officer position.  Motion was made to hire Melin at $16.50 per hour as a part time police officer at 30 hours a week by Hagstrom and second by Schmidt.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.  He was then sworn in by the city clerk.  

	Tasers are almost expired and need to be purchased.  He submitted to the council a quote from Taser International.  Two tasers plus equipment would cost $2169.50 in 2014 with a maintenance fee of $370 from 2015 until 2018.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow  to purchase the tasers plus the 5 year plan.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.   City of Litchfield Police Department is selling a MP5 automatic rifle for $300 with three clips.  Motion to allow Chief Berger to purchase from Litchfield the rifle was made by Hagstrom and second by Schmidt.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

	Andrew Carlson updated the council that the Ambulance Gala was a great success.  Emough funds were raised to purchase a hydraulic ram and grain rescue kit.  The ambulance also received a grant for a new defibulator.  With the new defib the wireless will change to Verizion, and we will be seeing a bill for that.

	Fire department has found a system already in use by Kandiyohi and Willmar fire departments.  Active 911 System will cost $11 per fire fighter/ambulance personal.  If FF/A has a smart phone it will also have GPS mapping for the location of the call.  Motion by Schmidt to approve setup and purchase, was second by Wortham and all voted in favor.  Motion passed.

Maintenance/parks department

Bomstad reported there are still frozen water lines with no trickle at all at the hydrant on Pacific.  Tagtow brought up the used and unaccounted for water since Atwater is 21% over our limit.  Need to keep records of hydrant flushing, ball field watering, city buildings, and fire department usage.  He also submitted a reflectively policy for council review.

Tagtow and Bomstad will look at which street need crack filling and sealcoating for the next meeting.  Budgeted amount is $9500 total.  

Mayor Olson proposed that we do Fifth Street North along Atwater Ford with no curb or gutter installed.  Owner Pat Walsh stated at a previous meeting he was willing to pay for half.  Discussion went to assessing one-third or possibly not assessing at all due to the 2011 project when the downtown business did not get assessed.  We also need to do a patch on Minnesota between Second and Third.  They will also have a list of patches that need to be done this summer.

Council asked if maintenance department would paint the curbs yellow so people won’t park on the corners and block the view of other traffic.

PARKS department

Bomstad called Hanson Silo to deliver the remaining retaining wall brick due to the fact we don’t have the equipment or the time to pick it up.  Hagstrom asked the council to consider purchasing the lawn mower from Island Pines that is specialized for mowing greens and would be great for the ball field.  Price quoted was $3500.  Council made no decision at this time.

CLERKS DEPARTMENT

	Clerk Smith gave out the April cash flow, she also stated that inventory at the Community Center needs to be done again since things are disappearing such as one of our newer white tables.   She has already reordered one to replace it. She read the list of water accounts that turned in meter readings and water to prevent freezing.  Council approved all the suggested adjustment to each account.

	We received several complaints from residents that on May 6th the Burlington Northern – Santa Fe train was stopped on Main and Third Street from approximately 8:50 until 9:35.  State Statute 219.383. subd 3 reads “ A railroad is prohibited from allowing a standing train, car engine or other railroad equipment to block a grade crossing for longer than 10 minutes.”  Police Chief Berger informed the council that the officer on duty that night called the depot and there was a problem with another train.

	Various complaints regarding dog barking, neighbor’s house is a mess, vehicles are abandoned.  Also a letter to those with the empty lots downtown to notify them any maintence done by the city will be billed back to the property owners.  

DANCE PERMITS

Dance permit for the IDK and the HandleBar for the month of June was motioned by Wortham and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously.  Dance permit for August 24th for Aracley Reyes at the Community Center was motioned by Tagtow and second by Hasgtrom.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SALE OF 2003 FORD EXPLORER

	Steve Bomstad was the only person who bid on the Explorer via open bid of $3200.  Motion to accept the bid was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Everyone voted in favor and the motion passed.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Tagtow and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: May 8th, 2014 (Checks numbers 25248-25281 for $ 61,209.47).  

PARKS MOWER POSITION

	Three applications were turned in at the clerk’s office.  Hagstrom stated that he had one at home and wished to hire that person without looking at the applications received at the office.  Motion to hire Brooks Maurer was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow.  All voted in favor of the motion and it passed.

A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom at 8:42 p.m. 

								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

