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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, June 4, 2014 at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.   Council members present were Gary Tagtow, Shane Hagstrom, Reed Schmidt and Pat Wortham.    Visitors at the meeting were Brad Simms from Dakota Supply Group, Mary Lou Watson from Centerpoint Energy, Richard Lee from Woodland Centers, David Euerle from Westburg and Eischens, Jared Voge and Eric Altermatt from Bolton and Menk.  Representing the city departments were Police Chief Trevor Berger, Andrew Carlson, Gerald Schwartz and Veda Stockland from the Fire and Ambulance Departments and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of May 7, 2014, was motioned for approval by Wortham second by Schmidt.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING FOR WELLHEAD PROTECTION PART II

	Mayor Olson opened the public hearing at 7:01.  Voge gave a summary of the plan.  It was mandated by the Minnesota Department of Health to be aware of the dangers currently around the water sources and have in advance, a plan in case of contamination. Mayor called for public input and there was none. Motion to close the public hearing was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion passed.

BRAD SIMMS AND JONATHAN BRADLEY OF DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	
Simms reviewed the meters explaining the warranty is for 20 years on the meter and 23 years for the battery that serves the antennae.  DSG  is an employee based company in Minnesota and the Dakotas.  Council has 90 to 120 days to make a decision before the price would change.  If an outside company would install them it would be $60 per household.  On going costs would be a yearly updated and maintance for the handheld unit of $435.  (Cost of a new handheld is $4600)  This would include a loaner and software updates.  Support and software updates on computer program to interface with Banyon would cost $840 a year.  Council asked if there was financing available; Simms would look into it and get back to the council.  

Mary lou Watson from CenterPoint Energy 

Watson was at the council meeting to present a check to the City of Atwater through the Community Partnership grant for $2500 to purchase a hydraulic ram or Jaws of life. The grant has been going since 2003 and has exceeded $1.2 million in donations to over 632 projects.  Fire Chief Schwartz thanked her and accepted the donation.

Richard Lee from Woodland Centers

	Lee first thanked the city for being a gracious host for the past 30 years.  He is appearing before the council to update and create a more transparent, and open dialog regarding the house and it’s future.  The house is now closed due to lack of funding.  They are trying to change the residency from the intensive treatment center is was before it closed, to a  half-way house for those finished with treatment and preparing for the reentry into society.  Currently the plans are still being put together and looking for new funding.

David Euerele – 2013 Annual Report

	Euerle reviewed the city’s position after fiscal year 2013.  Revenues matched expenses and broke even for the past few years; we only spent what we brought in.  Equity has gone up by a small increase due to fund balance closed out on the hotel project.  We have a strong balance in the General Fund.  Property taxes and LGA make up the most of the money coming into the city for city expenses. Water fund always exceeds the expense and sewer fund is even better place with excess revenue.  Water and sewer rates are still very reasonable.  City is in good standing.

JARED VOGE – WORKSHOP DATE

	Council decided to meet with Voge on June 24th at 10 am to have a workshop to discuss with him how to do assessments in the future.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief Trevor Berger reviewed his report for the month of May.  He has received the Tasers and the training needed to use them.  He is working with the clerk to get things rolling on tearing down 510 Second St South and 404 Garfield.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

	Schwartz told the council that the uniforms have arrived and the grant money has been requested from FEMA.  Costs for the uniforms were $49,790 with the Federal portion was $46,522 and local funding would be $2448 of which the Fire Department has already paid $1077.  The department is looking for day time EMTs.  

	The ambulance has received a grant for a new defib for $17,736 and other equipment.  The new “Active 911” program should be ready in about a week or two, the department should be receiving pages via their cell phones.   Cost is $308 per year for the department.
	
Maintenance/parks department

A list of roads with pot holes, and $3000 will be spent on dust control.  A map of patching and crack sealing will be available at the next council meeting.  Bomstad will have the stripping and yellow paint done before Festival Days.  Mayor Olson looked into mosquito spraying for the city for the summer.  By air would be $2480 for one time spray and Clark option was eight bi-weekly community sprayed for $3520.  Motion was made to go with Clark for $3520 @ 10 miles by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  Motion carried by all.  Council mentioned that maybe in the 2015 budget make a line for machine and chemicals for $12,500.   Tagtow will get two estimates on the large patches from Duinicks and Monson.

  A brief discussion on whether or not Atwater Ford would be assessed for Fifth Street.  Topic was dropped and would be discussed at next meeting.  Motion was then made Hagstrom to weed spray from Tree and Turf in the parks at a cost of $1000.  The baseball association will share in the costs of $500 back to the city.  Wortham second the motion and the motion carried.

PARKS department

Hagstrom tried to get parents and other people together to see what the ideas about a new playground was, but only two people showed up.  He plans to speak to a couple of playground equipment companies and see if a piece meal project could be done over a 3 to 5 year project.  He also reviewed some of the equipment and we need to remove the spring action ride from the Centennial Park.

There are now over 200 kids enrolled in the summer recreation program.  A group of volunteers worked on lengthened the base line on Gordy Johnson field.  

CLERKS DEPARTMENT

	Clerk Smith gave out the check register for May and cash flow were handed out.  League of Minnesota Cities requires we designate if we still do not wave the monetary limits set by the state.  Motion to approve not waving liability coverage was made by Schmidt and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried. She also asked if the council would approve giving credit to the 3 people who did not have service from January to May.  Council approved the credit for the base fees for Wallaces, Sauceda, and Glen Barker. 

RESOLUTION 2014-09 FEMA FINAILIZE HAZARD MITIGATION

	Motion was made by Schmidt and second by Hagstrom to pass the resolution adopting the Kandiyohi County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Motion carried.
	
DANCE PERMITS

Dance permits for the IDK and HandleBar for the month of July was motioned by Wortham and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously. IDK off premises liquor licenses for the street dance on June 21st was motioned by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried.

Discussion regarding HandleBar not returning to finish paperwork for his events before council meetings.  After reviewing the minutes of February 5th, all that was approved was an off-premises liquor license for Friday night street dance for June 20th.   Wortham then made a motion for a dance permit on Friday night, and was second by Hagstrom - but was contingent on Brandon coming in and doing the paper work. Council did not want to do a special meeting just for a dance permit.  Vote went as follows: yes; Hagstrom, Schmidt and Wortham, no; Tagtow.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Wortham to approve the dance permit for the street dance on June 21st held by the Atwater Fire department.  Hagstrom second the motion and it passed.  Dance will be held from 9 to 1am.


WELLHEAD PART II PROTECTION PLAN

	Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham to approve and forward the plan to the Department of Health.  Motion was carried by all.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: June 4th, 2014 (Checks numbers 25308-25335 for $ 75,086.37).  There was a motion by Hagstrom and second by Schmidt to reimburse Smith for the conference in Wisconsin for $50 per diem for 5 days.  Motion carried.


A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom at 9:43 p.m. 

								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

