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The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, September 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Jerry Spencer, Reed Schmidt and Pat Wortham.  Also present were John Kojetin, Monte Eastvold from Northland Securities, Ross Johnson, and Jared Voge and Josh Halvorson from Bolton and Menk.  Representing the city departments was Chief Trevor Berger, and Steve Bomstad from the maintenance department.

The minutes of the regular meeting of August 5th, 2015, was motioned for approval by Wortham second by Schmidt.   Motion carried unanimously.  
	
	Mayor Olson called the public hearing to order at 7:01 to hear any questions or opinions regarding the closing 10th and 11th Street North along with all alley ways between 10th & 11th.  A letter from Jim Solheid was read as to why the area should be left as is and plated.  Mayor Olson asked three times if there were any public input.  With no one answering, Mayor Olson closed the public hearing at 7:03.
 
Eastvold explained how the two new PFA new bonds would impact the city’s debt service.  The GO Refunding Bond of 2011A would be fully payable in 2016 thus lessen the debt of required of the tax levy. The spreadsheets in the agenda show how the city is going to be able to repay the GO Refunding bond, the two PFA loans currently being paid and the two new PFA loans coming in 2016.  A motion was made by Schmidt to approve the schedule and us the recommendations from Northland Securities.  Motion was second by Wortham and everyone voted in favor of the motion.  Thus, the motion passes.

Chief Berger read the police report from August for the service report. He is still looking for a part time officer since Reed Schmidt quit and Matt Ledeboer is busier than he expected at his full time job. Resolution 2015-18 approving Matt Ledeboer for police PERA was made by Wortham and second by Spencer.  All voted in favor, so motion passed.

Bomstad got a quote for three patches from Monson for $4510.  Council asked him to get a second quote.  The roof of the community center is possibly leaking again.  Council directed him to get quotes for the next meeting as to the repairs that need to made to correct the problems.  Larry Scheffler will be here to do crack sealing, budgeted amount is $5,000.  

After Mayor Olson and Councilman Spencer interviewed five people for the maintaince worker position with Mike Henkelman and Erik Geske.  According to the League of Minnesota Cities we need to hire the person most qualified for the position.  After a brief discussion a motion made by Wortham to rehire Mike Henkelman at the rate he left at and years served in place with the 15 days’ vacation at next year’s anniversary.  Sick time will start over at zero.  The motion was second by Spencer and then all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  He will start on September 15, 2105.

Clerk Smith asked the council to assign burn days for the fall.  They approved the first four Saturdays in October by motion which was made by Hagstrom and second by Spencer and all voted in favor and motion carried.  Council asked Bomstad to have the brush site open on Sundays also in case people cannot burn on Saturdays.  
Clerk Smith asked the council permission to cash four Certificates of Deposits to help pay for the current street project and to reimburse the purchase of the water meters.  Motion to approve the cashing of the CD’s was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion was carried by all present. Smith then read a request from Southwest Initiative and Foundation for $1250 for 2016 budget.  Motion was made by Hagstrom to donate $50 for 2016.  Motion was second by Wortham and carried by all.

Lastly Smith presented a site agreement for 2016 between the city and Lutheran Social Services for use of the Community Center for senior dining.  Motion to approve said agreement was made by Hagstrom and second by Schmidt.  Motion was carried by present.  Smith submitted a list of 23 people who have not paid their July water bill.  Motion was made by Wortham to give them one final notice and then turn them off on September 8th.  Motion was second by Schmidt and was voted in favor by all. 

Council discussed Resolution 2015-16 to approve the vacation of the Behm property.  Council could not come up with the reason why it was in the best interest of the public.  Motion to pass the resolution was made by Hagstrom to discuss. Motion was second by Spencer.  After discuss the vote was recorded by none voting in favor and all apposed. Motion failed.

Pay request #3 from Teekay Plumbing for $15,290.25 was motioned by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  Motion carried by all voting in favor. Motion passes.

Pay request #1 from Kuechle Underground for the Pacific Ave/Fourth Street South Project for $434,573.13 was motioned by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried by all voting in favor. Motion passes.  Voge also update the council on the progress of the street project.  

Estimate for Hwy 12 from MN Dot agreement to relocate 2 hydrants and 2 gate values via Resolution 2015-17 for $5,184.00.  Motion for approval was made by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried by all voting in favor. Motion passes.

The Atwater City council review for the first time Ordinance 2015-01 regarding noise ordinance and number of vehicles parked in the yard.  No changes were suggested and will be reviewed at the next council meeting.

	Dance permit for the IDK and HandleBar for the month of October 2015 was motioned by Hagstrom and second by Spencer.  Motion carried unanimously.

	Dancer permit for the Atwater Fire Department for September 12, at the Community center was motioned by Spencer and second by Wortham and motion carried unanimously.

2016 budget was reviewed line by line.  After a cutting $93,700 was cut from the General Fund, the levy was decreased from $507,175 to $431,675 with an increase of 4% from last year ($414,074).  Motion to approve Resolution 2015-19 for $431,675 for tax levy year 2016 was motioned by Wortham and second by Schmidt with all voting in favor, motion passed.

Hagstrom reminded the council that evaluations need to be done this month in order to complete the pay raises for 2016.

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Spencer and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: September 3, 2015 (Checks numbers 26287-26308 for $488,675.26).  Mid-month bills paid by the city clerk were check numbers 26310 to 26330 for $11,361.59.

	A motion was made to adjourn by Wortham and second by Hagstrom at 9:01 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

