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The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Jerry Spencer, Reed Schmidt and Pat Wortham.  Also present were Donna Carver, Joan Conway, Sam DeLeo from KLD Inc., Alvin and Vickie Tagtow, Darell Goodson, Gladys Carlson, Gary Carlson, Arlyce Peterson, Deb Freidrichs, Stan Lilleberg, Doug Haftings, Elsie and Dallas Kashmark, Don Severson, Jim Solheid and Bruce Baker, Jared Voge and Josh Halvorson from Bolton and Menk.  Representing the city departments was Chief Trevor Berger, and Steve Bomstad from the maintenance department.

	Mayor Olson called the public hearing to order at 7:01 for the 2015 street assessment.  Voge reviewed the project and how the assessment was arrived at.  Project cost is $2.067 million.  City did assess the minimum amount of 20% as required by the State of Minnesota.  Assessment can be paid on or before December 4th without any interest or partial payment.

	Some residents felt 4% was high.  They also asked if there were any more big projects.  Mayor Olson responded that was the last of the large street projects.  They also asked why past the elevator due to so much dust.  Olson explained that it was just were we ended.  Hagstrom said we should chloride there instead of tar.  A letter from Joan Conway and Richard Carver objecting to the special assessment.  Mayor Olson closed the public hearing at 7:25.  

Several residents voiced their concern regarding the Dollar General for fear of Vern’s closing, and hurting the local small business.  Haftings was concerned about the small width of Sixth Street and what damage it would cause to the road with semi-trucks.  Sam Delo from the survey firm explained he has done 15 stores last year and propose 13 this year.  Store costs $800,000 to a million.  The company is self-owned and is expanded in the Dakotas and Minnesota.  Planning and zoning will meet again to redo the variance request.  Wortham made the motion to pass the variance and second by Hagstrom.  All voted negative, motion failed.

Deb Freidrick from the Atwater Area Helping Seniors introduced herself to the council and asked anyone who knows a senior who needs help please refer them to the project.

There was a 5 minute break from 8:10 to 8:15.

Jared Voge updated the council on the 2015 street project informing them that concrete and asphalt are done.  Schmidt asked if there was enough black dirt on the boulevards.  Those will be seeded soon.

Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Spencer to add the Santa Semi to our insurance policy.  Motion was passed with everyone voting in favor. 

Chief Berger read the police report from October.  Schmidt asked Berger if he would inform the employees of the Handlebar to stop parking in the alley.  Hagstrom asked if the city could purchase small trash cans to attach to the light poles to collect the trash that is tossed on the sidewalk.


Bomstad needs a phone line for the new lift station.  There is a dialer alarm system for the new sewer lift.  He did another streetlight outage list and marked them with yellow tape.  The “C” cell valve gate is done.  The valve between “B” and “C” need to dig into the dike.  Dollar General will have to get their water from the hydrant.  Wortham complained that the water in his house was brown.  Bomstad did flush on Tuesday until it cleared.

Clerk Smith asked the council to extend burn days.  Council approved the 8th of November only.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  Dale Tagtow has requested a credit of some kind for over reading his water meter.  Spencer made a motion for a $500 credit, Schmidt second the motion and passed by all voting in favor. 

Final pay estimate for Teekay Plumbing for $2,960 was motioned for approval by Wortham and second by Hagstrom.  All voted in favor, motion carried.

Pay estimate #3 for Kuechle Underground for $382,773.05 was motioned for approval by Hagstrom and second by Spencer.  All voted in favor motion carried.

Motion was made to adopt Ordinance 2015-02 relating to the water service changing to monthly was made by Hagstrom and second by Schmidt.  All voted in favor motion carried.

Motion to approve Resolution 2015-24  putting delinquent fire calls and water bills on property taxes by Hagstrom and second by Wortham.  All voted in favor motion carried.

Resolution 2015-23 adopting the 2015 Street Project Assessments was motioned by Wortham and second by Schmidt.  All voted in favor motion carried.

Council opened three bids for demolition of 404 Garfield St North and 510 Second Street south.  First was Ryan VanDerPol cost proposal of $12,950, T&K Kennedy Excavating proposal of $28,796 and third was Stai Trucking and Excavating for $29,440.  Motion to accept the proposal from Ryan VanDerPol at $12,950 was made by Wortham and second by Spencer.

	Dance permit for the IDK and HandleBar for the month of December 2015 was motioned by Wortham and second by Spencer.  Motion carried unanimously.

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Spencer and second by Hagstrom.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: November 4, 2015 (Checks numbers 26371-26416 for $402,331.77).  Mid-month bills paid by the city clerk were check numbers 26454 to 26469 for $231,137.79.

	A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom and second by Spencer at 9:25 p.m. 


								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

