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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Brian Carlson, Shane Hagstrom, Deb Mickle, and Sandy Walsh. Visitors at the meeting were residents of Third and second street, Matt Fester, and Jared Voge from Bolton and Menk.  

Representing the city departments was Chief Trevor Berger, Chad Busskohl Fire Chief, and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of January 2, 2019, was motioned for approval by Hasgtrom second by Mickle.   Motion carried unanimously.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief Trevor Berger reviewed the January 2019 monthly report.  Activity has decreased. Matt Ledeboer has submitted his resignation again.  Motion to accept was made by Carlson and second by Hagstrom.  Berger presented Jared Lange to the council and asked he be hired to replace Ledeboer position.  Motion to hire Lange was made by Walsh and second by Carlson.  

PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2019 STREET PROJECT

	Mayor Olson called the public hearing open and turned it over to Jared Voge.  Project area is Second Street south and Third Street South of Montana Avenue.   Some areas will be reconditioned – south from those will be reconstructed with water and sewer lines.  Total project is $647,443.27.  He reviewed the time schedule. Assessment hearing will be held in October of 2019.  

Nancy Berger was concerned as to how many houses the lift station can add?  Voge said the station can take on the additional 10 residents.  Steve Schroder’s wife runs a day care out of their home and is asking how the street will stay open for parents dropping and picking up kids.  Voge explained access would be restored by evening, also a newsletter to those affected with site phone number.  Each resident would have the opportunity to lower their water and sewer service coming out of their house.  Schroder was concerned about the fall from the house to the water main.  Mayor Olson closed the public hearing at 7:37.

MATT FESTER – ALLEYS

	Fester asked why the alleys are not plowed in the winter.  He explained that other cities plow the alleys and he gets stuck in it.  Mayor Olson said if the alley needs gravel call and ask for gravel.  

STEVE SCHRODER – REMINBURSEMENT FOR SEWER WORK

	He asked the council to review why he didn’t get reimbursed for sewer work a couple of years of ago but yet last year his neighbors got reimbursed and he didn’t.  Mayor Olson would look to how much was paid out and have an answer before the next council meeting.
BACK TO POLICE

	Chief Berger asked that Jared Lange be hired at $17.71.  Walsh made the motion for wages of $17.71 and Carlson seconds the motion.  Motion carried.  Berger is having the crown Victoria stripped and ready for resale.  He wants to put it on MNBID.

FIRE DEPARTMENt

	Fire Chief Chad Busskohl informed the council that there have been lots of calls.  The lights on the east side of the fire hall are not being lit during evening.  Mayor Olson will contact Barker to see if there is a LED with a sensor fix.  Six members from the fire department will be attending officers meeting in Duluth.  

SUMMER REC COORD

	Hagstrom informed the council only one person applied for the position of Summer recreation coordinator.  Hagstrom made the motion to hire Kristin Straumann from Grove City at $3500.  Motion was second by Carlson, motion carried.  

CLERKS REPORT

	Clerk Smith presented the cash flow for December and January.  Cd #15136 needs to be cashed for the proposed street project.  Motion to cash the cd was made by Hagstrom and second by Mickle.  Motion carried with everyone voting in favor.  The indebtedness for the city at year ending 2018 was distributed totaling $2,706,541.08.  The reserve amounts for year ending 2018 were reviewed.  Motion to approve was made by Carlson and second by Hagstrom.  

During the reserve conversation a motion was made to have Jim Solhied get started on tearing down the house on Hwy 12.  Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Walsh.  Motion carried with everyone voting in favor.  The 2018 pay equity report was reviewed by the entire council and was accepted by motion made by Carlson and second by Walsh.  Motion carried with everyone voting in favor.

Resolution 2019-09 Calling for Plans and Spec for 2019 Street Project

	The motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Carlson with all voting in favor.  It seemed the general consensus was to do the project.

TEXAS LANE 

	Voge explained that Harold Scholler Jr. owns the land and has given a 25 foot strip as an easement for private drive.  This will need to be forwarded to the city attorney.  It is 660 foot private drive.  Motion was then made to contact the city attorney for a legal opinion thru Jared was made by Carlson and second by Walsh.  Motion carried by all.

BID TO INSTALL ACCESS FOR GENERATOR

	Ryan Buer bid $5885 versus $5665 from Barker Electric for the community center plug in for the generator.  Motion to go with Barker was made by Carlson and second by Walsh.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

OFF PREIMISES Intoxicating liquor license

Off premises intoxicating liquor license for April 6th for the HandleBar for Gala.  Motion made by Carlson and second by Mickle.   Motion carried. 

Claim filed by Xcel EnErgy 

A letter was received claiming damage to the power pole at 305 Pacific Ave West.  Xcel is claiming $6474.39 in damages, Smith will get an itemized bill from Xcel and turn it into League of Minnesota Cities insurance.

Non-Conservation Land – PROPERTY tax forfeitures

	Council was presented parcel number 40-525-0090 (RDJ Livestock, LLC) for forfeited land and needs to certify that is non-conservation land.  Motion to approve the classification of forfeited land was made by Carlson and second by Walsh.  Motion carried with all members voting in favor.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Carlson and second by Mickle.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: February 7th, 2019 (Checks numbers 28698-28721 for $ 137,157.30).  Mid-month bills paid were check numbers 28722 through 28743 for $9,690.91.

A motion was made to adjourn by Carlson and second by Hagstrom at 9:12 p.m. 





								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

